THE  ENLIGHTENED  DESPOT
considerably toned down his Genevan doctrines when it
was no longer a question of legislating in vacua, but of
giving practical advice to nations who came to ask him
to frame a constitution for them., such as the Corsicans,
or the Poles. Moreover, deeply imbued though he was
with respect for the republican form of government, he
held the view that it was only suited to little countries,
and pronounced emphatically against it for a big nation
like France. Furthermore, we shall find, in the Contrat
Social itself, an apology for dictators.
At bottom, the eighteenth-century philosophers were,
above all, for progress, for enlightenment, which had to
be forcibly imposed on the crowd of imbeciles that would
insist on clinging to their old prejudices, especially their
religious ones. England was admired, but without much
sincerity. There has always been a certain amount of
Anglo-mania in France. A little later, Franklin and the
American democracy excited a great deal of enthusiasm,
on the principle of cwhatever's new is always good3, and
because these things were happening in a new country
a long way off. In their hearts and minds, the re-
formers, taken on the whole, were much more impressed
by the European model known as cthe Enlightened
Dictator'.
The eighteenth century had, indeed, witnessed the
emergence of a very special form of monarchy which,
as in the person of Louis XIV, may be looked upon as
uniting in one and the same person, the pomp and power
of a king, with the pomp and power of a dictator. And
even with the philosophers, who hold the monarchs of
Central or Eastern Europe in admiration, it is very
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